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Healthcare Insurance Reform 
See page 9 for “Health Insurance Reform in 
2009”.  This page is meant to be signed by you 
delivered to your congressional delegation.  This 
page will be deleted in future issues.   
 

Chair’s Corner  
 

DCRCC met at St Gall’s in September. The facil-
ity worked out quite nicely, thanks to Theresa and 
Jim DeGraffenreid and their kids. We had a sud-
den change in plans due to our scheduled 
speaker’s conflict in schedule. Dr. Robin Titus, 
M.D. was so kind to respond to my request that 
she fill in at the last minute. Dr. Titus is a declared 
candidate for U.S. Senate. Robin spoke at the 
April 15th NvRCC meeting in Carson City where 
I first got acquainted with her. She has a passion 
for politics and comes from a long family history 
in Nevada. In addition to her medical practice, she 
has been a small business owner with 7 employ-
ees. With her background in Medicine she was 
able to bring us up to date on H1N1 virus and the 
need for flu shots.  
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Nevada Republican Central Committee convenes 
in Hawthorn, November 13-15 at which time 
delegates to the state convention will elect the 
new Nevada Republican State Chair. The present 
Chair, Sue Lowden has resigned as of September 
30, 2009. I believe the new state chair will be 
critical to the success of electing Republicans in 
2010. DCRCC has 12 delegates to the NvRCC--
some will be carrying proxies, as not all our mem-
bers are able to attend. This meeting is the first of 
significant meetings to be held between now and 
the primary election in June. 

More than likely we’ll have Douglas County Re-
publican Precinct meetings in January and in 
March the County Convention. At the County 
Convention a new DCRCC is formed and dele-
gates are elected for the Nevada Republican State 
Convention which is tentatively scheduled some-
time in April. 

We’ll need to secure space for the County Con-
vention, which will be an expense for DCRCC. 
Your support through donations to DCRCC is ex-
tremely important. Many thanks to each of you 
who have already sent in your contributions. 
Please remember, time payments are very wel-
come. I know in these difficult financial times it’s 
hard to spare many extra dollars. Twenty five dol-
lars a month between now February would be just 
great and tremendously appreciated.�

Notable Quote 
"If, from the more wretched parts of the old world, we look at those which are in an advanced stage of 
improvement, we still find the greedy hand of government thrusting itself into every corner and crevice 
of industry, and grasping the spoil of the multitude. Invention is continually exercised, to furnish new 
pretenses for revenues and taxation. It watches prosperity as its prey and permits none to escape without 
tribute." --Thomas Paine, Rights of Man, 1791 

DCRCC Meeting 

St. Gall’s, October 8, 2009 
· 6:00 PM—Executive Board Meeting @ HQ 
· 7:00 PM—Social Hour @ St. Gall’s 
· 7:30 PM—Meeting Call to Order 
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Privilege, Right or Responsibility 
In the last issue of The Republican I posed a 
question based on a statement made by a citizen 
in attendance at a town hall meeting who de-
clared that health care was his right.  I posed the 
question: Is it a privilege, right, or responsibil-
ity? 
 
I received one response stating, “I think it is a 
responsibility to take care of myself and my 
family.  Every time the government tries to  
help me, it costs me more than if I did it my-
self.”  
 

From the Gipper 
"Some people spend an entire lifetime wonder-
ing if they made a difference in the world.  But 
the Marines don’t have that problem.” 

Info From Headquarters 

· We now have pins and T-shirts for sale at 
headquarters 

· We are in need of precinct captains as well as 
people to work those precincts.  Training 
classes are planned to train our volunteers.  

· Volunteer to register voters at the Farmers 
Market on Tuesday evening in Minden or 
Wednesday morning in Gardnerville.  

For any of the above contact Cheryl Van Ocker 
at headquarters or at the next DCRCC meeting� 
�

Heller on Healthcare Reform 
 
Representative Dean Heller offered the president 
an option to help bridge the gap between the two 
parties on healthcare reform.  This is the text of 
that letter. 
 

Mr. President: 
 

Yesterday, you said those critical of your health-
care plan were “trying to scare the American 
people  and preserve the status quo.”  You rhet-
orically asked critics “what’s your answer? 
What’s your solution?” and asserted that “the 
truth is, they don’t have one.  It’s do nothing.” 
(Speech before the AFL-CIO, September 7, 
2009) 

As you may recall, I have written to you previ-
ously on the subject of healthcare.  While I have 
yet to receive a response from the White House 
regarding my proposal that Members of Congress 
participate in the government-run plan proposed in 
H.R. 3200, I wanted to bring your attention to the 
fact that many individual Republican Members of 
Congress have introduced their own unique bills 
reflecting the concerns and needs of their constitu-
ents as part of the healthcare debate. 

For my part, I introduced the Steps Toward Access 
and Reform (STAR) Act (H.R. 3483) in late July.  
While this legislation will not be a “silver bullet” 
solution to all the problems facing our healthcare 
system, my bill addresses medical liability reform, 
improves access to breast and lung cancer screen-
ings, and take other important steps toward reform 
that I think most Americans would support.  My 
legislation also addresses prescription drug re-
importation- - an idea I support along with many 
of my Democrat colleagues. 

I introduced some provisions of the STAR Act as 
amendments during the House Ways & Means 
Committee’s consideration of H.R. 3200.  Unfor-
tunately, each of my amendments were defeated- -
largely along party line votes- - by the very indi-
viduals who continue to incorrectly label Republi-
cans as the “party of no.” 

Mr. President, I respectfully urge you to take a 
look at the STAR Act and other Republican alter-
natives to H.R. 3200. Your leadership would en-
courage congressional Democrats to actually con-
sider Republican ideas instead of voting no on 
amendments just because they were introduced by 
a Member on the other side of the aisle.  I hope 
you will familiarize yourself with these proposals 
so our shared  goal of meaningful bipartisan dia-
logue on healthcare can be realized. 

Dean Heller, Member of Congress 

Editor’s Note: The full text of  H.R. 3483 can be 
found at the following website. 

http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=h11
1-3483 
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Principium Imprimus  

If there is to be a peaceful transfer of liberty to 
our posterity, then we must return to principium 
imprimus, or First Principles. 

Short of another American Revolution to remove 
by force those who do not abide by their oaths, 
our freedoms cannot long endure unless we, the 
people, reaffirm what was well understood by 
our Founders: that our Creator is the only eternal 
assurance of liberty. 

· The primacy of faith must be restored in or-
der to preserve the conviction that, as Jeffer-
son wrote, our “liberties are the gift of God”. 

· Traditional families and values must be re-
stored as the foundation of our culture. 

· Individual rights and responsibilities must be 
restored as the underpinning of republican 
government. 

· Free enterprise must be unbridled from gov-
ernment constraints 

· Constitutional authority over each branch of 
the government must be restored to ensure 
liberty, opportunity and prosperity for a civil 
society. 

The Cycle of Democracy has been accurately 
summarized as: 
From bondage to spiritual faith; 
From spiritual faith to great courage 
From great courage to liberty (rule of law) 
From liberty to abundance 
From abundance to complacency 
From complacency to apathy 
From apathy to dependence 
From dependence back to bondage (rule of men) 
 

Our founders established a democratic republic, 
not a democracy, in order to enfeeble this cycle, 
but with the erosion of constitutional authority, 
our Republic is now in grave peril of following 
the same cycle as have all other democracies in 
history.  Only intervention by citizens and lead-
ers who advocate for the primacy of constitu-
tional authority, those committed to supporting 

and defending that authority above their self-
interest, can save the Republican for the next gen-
eration. 

None can claim the name, “American Patriot” if 
they comport with or adhere to laws and regulations 
which violate our Constitution. 

At its core, the word “patriot” has direct lineage to 
those who fought for American independence and 
established our constitutional Republic.  That line-
age has descended most directly through our history 
to those who have pledged “to support and defend” 
our Constitution- - Those who have been faithful to, 
and who have abided by, their oaths, even unto 
death.  On behalf of those gallant souls, Samuel  
Adams asked, “Contemplate the mangled bodies of 
your countrymen and then ask yourself, What 
should be the reward of such sacrifices?” 

The time is at hand when Patriots must inquire with 
a unified voice, “If there is no constitutional author-
ity for laws and regulations enacted by Congress 
and enforced by the central government, then by 
what authority do those entities lay and collect taxes 
to fund such laws and regulations?” 

Our Declaration’s principal author, Thomas Jeffer-
son, also wrote, “The tree of liberty must be re-
freshed from time to time with the blood of patriots 
and tyrants...Resistance to tyrants is obedience to 
God.” 

Fellow Patriots, until the next Continental Congress 
is convened, I implore you to make no peace with 
oppression, and I leave you with these words of en-
couragement from the Father of our Nation, George 
Washington: “We should never despair.  Our situa-
tion before has been uncompromising and has 
changed for the better, so it trust, it will again.  If 
new difficulties arise, we must only put forth new 
exertions and proportion our efforts to the exigency 
of the times.” 

Ed Note: This article was authored by Mark Alex-
ander of the Patriot Post and is part of a two part 
essay entitled, “Rule of Law”.  To read the rest of 
the essay go to http://patriotpost.us and click on 
“Alexander’s Essays”. 

 
 



��

� Issue #78� ��
��
�������
 � October 2009 

Notable Quotes 
“The battle, sir, is not to the strong alone; it is to 
the vigilant, the active, the brave."  
Patrick Henry, speech in the Virginia Conven-
tion, 1775 

Profiles of Valor: U.S. Army Sgt. Monti 

On June 21, 2006, in the Nuristan Province of 
Afghanistan near the Pakistan border, United 
States Army Sergeant First Class Jared C. Monti, 
then staff sergeant, was commanding a 16-man 
patrol from the 3rd Squadron, 71st Cavalry Regi-
ment, 10th Mountain Division.  His unit was 
tasked with staking out a mountaintop position 
from which to call in artillery and air support for 
a larger operation.  The Taliban were alerted to 
their position by a helicopter sent to re-supply the   
men and soon surrounded the unit.  As one of 
Monti’s men, Pvt. Brian Bradbury, lay wounded 
and exposed to enemy fire, the sergeant twice ran  
into the open in an effort to rescue him but twice 
forced back by machine-gun fire and rocket-
propelled grenades (RPG’s).  On his third at-
tempt, an RPG struck him in the legs. “It was 
pure courage and love for his brother soldier,” 
said Sergeant First Class Christopher Cunning-
ham, a sniper who was also in the firefight.  As 
Monti lay dying, his only request was that Cun-
ningham tell his parents that he loved them.  Be-
fore the firefight that claimed his life, Monti had-
sanc already received other medals, including the 
Bronze Star, which his father didn’t know about 
until after his son’s death.  Monti was awarded 
the  Medal of Honor, posthumously, the 3448th 
recipient, and sixth for the wars in Afghanistan 
and Iraq.  All six were awarded posthumously. 

The Oath Sworn by Sergeant Monti 
 

I, Jared C. Monti, do solemnly swear that I will 
support and defend the Constitution of the United 
States against all enemies, foreign and domestic, 
that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the 
same, and that I will obey the orders of the Presi-
dent of the United States and the orders of the 
officers appointed over me according to regula-
tions and the Uniform Code of Military Justice, 
so help me God. 

What Price Political Correctness 

I’ve been pondering the state of our nation’s mili-
tary situation in the Middle East while thinking of 
how the wordsmith Yogi Berra would put it, “It’s de 
ja vous all over again.”  While we may snicker or 
perhaps even laugh at the redundancy used by the 
former New York Yankee manager, we can hardly 
afford to do the same when it comes to how the war 
in Afghanistan is being waged. 

Some of us remember another war that ended some 
30 plus years ago in an ignominious retreat from 
Saigon.  That war was not so much lost as surren-
dered by administrations with weak resolve to actu-
ally do what needed to be done to win.    

Repeated saber rattling at the North Vietnamese, 
who had been rattled at for decades before we got 
there and who ignored the noise, did little to sway 
their resolve. When that tactic failed the administra-
tion decided that every military mission in Vietnam 
needed to be controlled from Washington leaving 
only minor details to be planned by on site com-
manders.  Senior military commanders proposed 
operations that could have decimated the North’s 
war-wagging capabilities, but were overruled by an 
administration that feared how we would be per-
ceived by the rest of the world if there were too 
many civilian casualties in pursuing victory (de ja 
vous). 

Rules of engagement were so rigid and tight that the 
grunt in the field was never sure if he should engage 
or not for fear of the consequences that would result 
if he did (de ja vous).   That kind of hesitancy 
caused casualties.   

Here we are again (de ja vous) seeing the same kind 
of strategic and tactical difficulty we faced in the 
60’s and 70’s in Vietnam.  This administration 
needs to state, unequivocally, in clear language, 
what it wants the military to accomplish and then let 
the military pursue that objective.  Failing to pro-
vide that solid strategic policy direction has resulted 
in a protracted war with its high cost in human lives 
and valuable national resources. 

Case in point…four U. S. Marines were recently 
killed in an ambush while training Afghan soldiers�
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and the ROE are to blame.  In addition to the Ma-
rines who were killed, eight Afghan soldiers and 
the Marine commander’s interpreter also per-
ished.  The unit came under heavy fire from ji-
hadis hidden in the hills near a village on the 
Pakistani border.  Women and children were re-
plenishing the enemy with ammunition.  The Ma-
rines were repeatedly denied requests for artillery 
and air strikes by their superiors who were lo-
cated in a rear, secure area, citing a new Obama 
ROE designed to minimize Afghan civilian casu-
alties.  What’s worse is the enemy was not in the 
village, but in the surrounding hills.  We lost 
some good men because of a political idea.  What 
price political correctness? 

Another organization is facing the same dilemma 
as the military.  The CIA is responsible for ob-
taining information critical to our nation’s sur-
vival.  Today, agents who have braved countless 
perils to obtain this information are now asking 
themselves if it is worth it because of the Justice 
Department’s investigations into the methods 
they used to get that information.  Prospective 
agents are asking themselves if they should go in 
harms way, only to end up on trial for doing the 
very job the Agency would ask them to do.  All 
this legal maneuvering is at the direction of the 
head of the Department of Justice at the behest of 
President Obama. What price political correct-
ness? 

So where does all this lead?  It goes to the ad-
ministration’s misguided idea that we can “make 
nice” and our enemies will compliantly go along.  
Well, here’s a surprise.  While our president goes 
all over the globe, putting on a big show of how 
“we have changed”, bowing and scraping before 
nefarious dictators of the world, those self-same 
dictators, along with most the rest of the world, 
are laughing at us for such a display of naiveté.  
And the image of the United States continues to 
decline. What price political correctness?  

What to do, what to do, what to do.   The obvious 
answer is to change from this administration to 
one that is more realistic about the world and 
those in it who would do all to destroy us.�

The coming 2010 elections in is a good starting 
point.  We are presented with the unique combina-
tion of conditions that will afford us the opportunity 
to oust those in Congress of any party who have en-
acted laws contrary to the basic principles of our 
Republic.  We the people, the awakened giant, can 
wrest our country back from those who are trying to 
put us firmly on the path to socialism. 

The entire House of Representative and 36 seats in 
the Senate are up for election. Let’s do all we can to 
make sure those who support diminution of liberty, 
who support bigger government, who support 
higher taxes, who like the idea of redistribution of 
wealth, who would weaken our military, who favor 
amnesty for illegal immigrants (felons), who seek to  
eliminate God from the public place, who would 
confiscate our arms, who are corrupt, and who 
would put themselves above those who voted them 
in are, as Trump would say, FIRED.  Electing alter-
native politicos who do not support those republic-
killing positions is not enough though.  Once in of-
fice, they must be monitored to be ensure they are 
supporting republic-biased ideas because if any of 
them fail in their oaths, in 2012 we have the same 
opportunity to clean the House again along with an 
additional 33 seats in the Senate.  We must make 
our elected officials fully aware of our power to do 
so for we are who Lincoln referred to in the closing 
line of his Gettysburg Address, “…the government 
of the people, by the people, and for the people…” 

Walt Nowosad, editor 
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Now I’m no expert in organizational structures, but I played one on TV (no, just kidding).  However, I 
have worked in several for-profit corporations and in the corporate scenario we tried to simplify processes 
to aid in creating products that made the most profit.  The above organization seems to have all the ear-
marks (sorry, no pun intended) of a plan that came from a mind that could belong only to a government 
bureaucrat.  In a corporate structure, funding is limited, so processes are constrained to that funding.  Gov-
ernment has no such limitation (remember the FED and the printing press?) In corporate America, we 
placed enough human and material resources in each box of the structure only sufficient to accomplish the 
task. In the above structure, given the penchant for the government largesse, a whole new bureaucracy 
will be added to the federal government that, given the past performance of Social Security, Medicare, 
Medicaid, and the U.S. Postal Service, is most certainly destined to lose money for the citizens of this 
country as well as deliver sub-par performance.   

I encourage all of you to do all you can to get the message to our legislators through letters, TEA parties, 
e-mails, personal visits, smokes signals...whatever it takes.  Tell them that there has to be a better health-
care scenario than this one, a scenario that mirrors our stance, as Republicans, of smaller government, less 
taxes, a strong national defense, and personal liberty and that HR 3200 undermines all four of those ten-
ets. (see page 9 for a possible counter to HR 3200) 

Walt Nowosad, Editor 
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DCRCC Executive Board 
  Chair    Maggie Benz   782-5078 
  Valley Vice-chair  Cheryl Van Ocker  783-3521 
  Lake Vice-chair  Barbara Nelson  588-5348 
  Recording Secretary  Sherry Dilley   267-3784 
  Corresponding Secretary Sherese Settelmeyer  782-8484  
  Treasurer   Linda Colavechio  782-5338 
  Past Chairman  Wes Rice   588-7770 

 

Nevada Republican State Central Committee Representatives 
Jim DeGraffenreid, Sherry Dilley, Mary Jane Harding, 

Doug Matthews, Barbara Nelson, Sharon O’Berg, 
Eileen Rice, Brenda Robertson, Nancy McDermid, Mary Porter 

 

DCRCC Lake Members-at-Large 

Dennis Berry, Doug Matthews, Wes Rice 
 

DCRCC Valley Members-at-Large 
Joyce Holstein, Lorrene Palmer, Georgia McArdle 

 

Nevada Republican Party 
Rural Chair—Wes Rice  588-7770 

 

  
 

Advertising Rates 
Business Card Advertisement  $75.00/year 
Political Advertisement  $10/month 
 

 

Newsletter 
Walt Nowosad, Editor  

E-mail: w13n7starview@verizon.net  
 

 

Our Website 

DouglasGOP.org 
Mary Jane Harding, Webmaster 

maryjanepete@yahoo.com 
 
 

Important Contacts 
www.whitehouse.gov 

gov.state.nv.us 
www.Jimgibbons2010.com 

www.ensign.senate.gov 
www.reid.senate.gov 

www.house.gov/heller 
www.gop.com 

www.nevadagop.com 
www.nvnorth.com 

www.douglasnvgop.org 
Assemblyman James Settelmeyer 

jsettelmeyer@asm.state.nv.us 
 

Douglas County Commissioners 
 David Brady  782-9821 
 Doug Johnson  265-2550 
 Gregg Lynn  790-2818 
 Nancy McDermid 265-6867 
 Mike Olson  267-2611 
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